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self-sacrifice. Moreover, that spirit was displayed not by men only
but by women and children. The brave Boer women took part even
in fighting, and when they could not do that they encouraged their
husbands and sons to fight and die for their country and their in^
dependence. Women and children suffered hardships, but would not
ask their men to stop the struggle. The Boer War was to Gandhi a
great experience which left its marks upon him and something to
mould his character.
In India the Boer War made little impression on the nationalist
opinion. The people were going through famines and were in a
state of despair. The fifteenth Congress was held at Lucknow in
December 1899. It was presided over by Romesh Chunder Dutt who
treated at length the famine and the hardships of the poorer classes
in India. The Congress referred to the plight of the Indians in
South Africa.
The Congress held at Lahore in 1900 passed a new resolution on
the South African question. It took into consideration the fact that
the British had annexed the Transvaal in September 1900. The Con-
gress pointed out that now the British were in a position to redress the
disabilities of the Indians as the Transvaal was no more a Boer colony.
The Boers had not taken kindly to the Indian settlers. Lord Lands-
downe, Secretary of State for War and ex-Viceroy of India, had after
the Boer War, assured a Sheffield audience that of all the misdeeds of
the Boers, none filled him with so much anger as their treatment of
the British Indians in the Transvaal.
Gandhi had stayed in South Africa six years instead of one month
as originally intended and he now requested his co-workers to relieve
him. He was afraid that his main job in South Africa now might
become money-making. Friends in India were pressing Gandhi to
return and he felt that he should be of more service in India. With
great reluctance his request was accepted on condition that Gandhi
should return if, within a year, the community should need him.
There were farewell meetings in several places in Natal and every-
where costly gifts were presented to Gandhi in silver, gold and dia-
monds. One of the gifts was a gold necklace worth fifty guineas,
meant for Kasturbai. Gandhi decided not to keep these gifts. But the
decision was not so easy:
" The evening I was presented with the bulk of these things I had a
sleepless night. I walked up and down my room deeply agitated, but